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YOM KIPPUR DAY
The story about the Chofetz Chayeem and the man who stayed late to say Psalms. Chofetz
Chayeem called him a deserter because he was a rich man, He wanted to say Psalms instead of give
his money. We all must serve G-d however we can, with whatever material possessions and
talent he has given us. If we haven't got an)\:hings, then Psalms would be emough. If we
have more, then Psalms won't be enough, On Yom Kippur we say aloud the only time of the
year “Boruch sham, etc." Why do we do this? This was the response in the ancient temple.
According to the Medrash, Jacob said this on his death bed when all his children surrounded
him and said the Shma, He responded "Boruch sham, etc." Jacob was different than all the
other patriarchs. All his children remained Jews, Abraham, only one of his children, Isaac,
stayed a Jew, Isaac, only one of his twin boys, Jacob, remained a Jew. Jacob managed to
have all his children (12 boys, 1 girl) remain Jews. Abraham symbolized good deeds. Isaac,
the inner religious experience. But Jacob symbolized truth. To Jacob, Judaism was true,
and because it was true, he had to commit himself totally to it. He may have failed many
times, but the truth demanded that he utterly give himself over to it. It was important not
only for him to be Jewish, but the whole world needed Judaism. Im our day, ther:gny
parents who will do good deeds and come to Shul, but to them their Judaism is really not true.
It's something that's nice, enjoyable, but not really true. You can tell them by how they
raise their children, They'll say ™Go to the dance Friday might, I'll go to Shul for you, etc.”
Judaism to them is like baseball or football, which are really fairy tales, too., After all,
what difference does it make who wins? Next year they'll start all over again, anyway. Nothing
changes. It's only a game, an enjoyable one, but only a game, What is it that we really
leave to our children? We really leave them an idea. Our houses can fall apart of disappear.
Fortunes can be lost overnight, but the ideas we leave our children will last forever. We
are Jews today because of our grandparents and parents. If it wouldn't be for them, we
wouldn®t be Jews, and if we don't think that Judaism is true, and are willing to sacrifice
our time and our possessions and our money for it, our children will not be Jews., How do we
pay back our parents for what they have given us? By giving to our child, Judaism believes she
that the best way to remember parents is to give to the living, to perpetuate their ideas.

The story of the man, the 511'1, and the flowers,




